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The first thing you do, when you pick up a 
translation of the Qur’an to read, is to re-
alize that the Qur’an is Qur’an. It is God’s 
word. And there is nothing like it in this 
world. And now you hold a translation of 
it in your hands.

The second thing is to realize that what 
you have in your hand is only a trans- 
lation. It is not the real thing, but only a 
human approximation to the real thing. 
And no matter how good it may be, it is 
still only a translation. It is a feeble and 
often flawed human attempt to render in 
human language words and content that 
are entirely divine, and which, therefore, 
are beyond all human power to translate, 
emulate or duplicate.

As a result, the translation you have in 
your hands is nothing like the original 
Qur’an in the Arabic language, but only 
an approximation of the original.
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God, in his infinite wisdom, chose Ara-
bic language to reveal the Qur’an in; and 
he chose Prophet Muhammad (May God 
bless him!) to reveal the Qur’an to. God 
also chose the words, the content and the 
style in which the Qur’an exists today; 
and he determined and ordained the order 
in which to arrange the various parts and 
passages of the Qur’an.

All this was 1400 years ago.

Ever since, the Qur’an has existed – all of 
these 14 centuries – in the form in which it 
was originally revealed and in the order in 
which it was arranged by God Almighty 
himself. Today, hundreds of millions of 
people of all colors, races, nationalities, 
backgrounds and ethnicities, in practical-
ly all parts of the world, read the Qur’an 
every day. They do so at least five times a 
day in the compulsory prayers or worship 
called Salaah.
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It is nothing short of a miracle. And there 
is nothing like it in the world.

At the same time, millions upon millions 
of people around the globe memorize the 
Qur’an, cover to cover, and can recite it 
verbatim anytime, anywhere – all 6000- 
7000 passages of the Qur’an called 
Aayats.

Once again, this is nothing short of a 
miracle and there is nothing like it in the 
world.

As the revelations were brought to him 
by the angel, the Prophet (May God bless 
him!), a man unlettered and unschooled 
in any form or fashion, except through 
what God himself chose to teach him di-
rectly, read out the parts and passages of 
the Qur’an to others – just as they were 
given to him from God. These parts of the 
Qur’an were then memorized by those 
around him.
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And everyone recited them at least five 
times a day, every day, in their obligatory 
daily prayers.

It is nothing short of a miracle and the 
world has seen nothing like it.

The Prophet (May God bless him!) called 
those around him his companions – a 
most amazing display of human equality 
at the highest level that the Qur’an came 
to teach the world. The world, however, 
caught up in its social differences and sta-
tus hierarchies and inequalities, refers to 
them to this day as his followers.

The companions of the prophet were some 
of the most wonderful men and women of 
all ages and backgrounds that the world 
has ever seen. The Prophet (May God 
bless him!) taught them the Qur’an; he 
explained its meaning to them; and he 
showed them in practice how the Qur’an 
worked in real life. Then he set about 
building a new society and a new nation 
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based on the teachings of the Qur’an – a 
new nation under God whose creed was 
justice, compassion, equality, peace and 
truth.

The Qur’an addresses human life at all 
levels and in all facets and dimensions – 
individual as well as collective; person-
al as well as social; political as well as  
economic and cultural; mundane and 
physical as well as sublime and spiri-
tual. From marriage and divorce to war 
and peace, and from trade and com-
merce to government and public service, 
the Qur’an does not leave out any area 
or aspect of human life without provid-
ing direct divine light to illumine it, and 
without having the Prophet illustrate  
it in practical form in his own life.

The Qur’an teaches people to walk softly 
on earth and speak sweetly to others. It 
asks believers to honor their word and ful-
fill their contracts. It invites everyone not 
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only to fear God but also to love and obey 
him and to serve his creation.

At the hands of the Prophet (May God 
bless him!) and his companions, the 
Qur’an became a living, walking, talking, 
breathing, vibrant human reality, covering 
the entire gamut of human life. The result 
was that the Qur’an changed the world, 
and it did so in less than 23 years.

The Prophet (May God bless him!) and 
his companions changed the world from 
one of ignorance to one of knowledge; 
from one of injustice and cruelty to one 
of kindness, compassion, fairness, justice 
and equality; from one of superstition and 
blind obedience to authority to one of 
enlightenment, rationality, critical inqui-
ry and science; from one of slavery and 
bondage of both mind and body – to one 
of liberty, dignity and freedom for all; and 
from one given to idolatry to one devoted 
to the worship of one true God.
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Ever since, much of human history has 
been pretty much a story of the rest of the 
world trying to catch up with the teach-
ings and principles of the Qur’an. It is a 
story of the systematic emulation and ab-
sorption, in society after society, in cul-
ture after culture, and in age after age, of 
the wonderful principles and teachings 
that God revealed in the Qur’an and the 
Prophet (May God bless him!) then con-
verted, under direct divine guidance and 
supervision, into personal, social, family, 
political, government, economic, military, 
trade, educational, international and other 
models and methods of everyday life – 
from the most private and personal levels 
to the most public and collective levels.

Thus, from beginning to end the  
Qur’an is a miracle. As is everyone of  
its individual passages called Aayats –  
all 6000-7000 of them. An Aayat means a 
sign that says that a book like the Qur’an 
could only come from God and no human 



How to Read a tRanslation of tHe QuR’an!

8 9

mind could have invented it. An Aayat 
means a miracle, in the sense of its being 
an event whose likelihood is infinitesimal 
– something whose probability of occur-
rence is extremely small.

Many of the miracles of the Qur’an we 
can see with our own eyes. Having seen 
them, we need to ask where we stand in 
relation to them. Do we accept them and 
embrace the Qur’an as the word of God? 
Or do we – even as God shows us his signs 
and miracles in the Qur’an – turn our back 
on them and reject them?

That means, for example, with regard to 
each one of the claims below we need to 
ask if it is true or false. If these claims are 
false then the makers of these claims have 
a problem. For, obviously they are pro-
moting falsehood. If, on the other hand, 
they are true, then those of us who read 
them have a problem. For, we are left 
with no alternative but to accept them and  
accept the Qur’an as the word of God.
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Here are some of those simple miracles in 
the Qur’an – self-evident and compelling:

•  The first message revealed by God  
in the Qur’an was: Read! – “Iqra’!” 
This was 1400 years ago, at a time 
when reading material was scarce;  
libraries a rarity; printing unknown; 
and reading mostly the prerogative 
of the rich and the powerful such as  
royalty, nobility and clergy. The world 
since then has been evolving in the  
direction of this divine commandment 
of “Iqra’!” – Read! The world now 
does what the Qur’an commanded  
it to do 14 centuries ago.

•  The Qur’an refers to itself as “The 
Book.” A book, in the burning desert  
of Arabia, 1400 years ago, at the 
hands of a man who could neither read  
or write?

•  The word “Qur’an” itself means  
reading; or to read; or something to 
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read or to be read. Talking about reading 
at that time, in that place and environ-
ment, and naming a book “Reading”? 
How can a human mind come up with 
something like that? The Qur’an set the 
trend that the rest of the world was to 
adopt in later centuries.

•  The Qur’an says that God taught  
human beings through “the pen.” 
 There is an entire chapter in the 
Qur’an called “The Pen.” And not a 
single mention of the word sword! And 
this in a world of 7th Century? It does 
not make sense unless you believe in 
the divine origin and miraculous nature  
of the Qur’an.

•  The Qur’an refers to human  
collectivity with that most amazing of  
all names, “The People” – not  
mankind, even though that is what  
unfortunately you may find in some of 
the translations, but “The People.” And 
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it does so consistently every time –  
well over 200 times. The world has  
finally caught up with the Qur’an on  
this issue.

•   The Qur’an refers to the sun as the 
lamp and to the moon as the light – and 
it does so consistently every time.

•  The Qur’an says God made every living 
thing out of water. The Qur’an invites 
human beings to reflect and to reason 
their way to the discovery of truth and 
their way to God.

The list goes on. The entire Qur’an, as 
you read it, is one miracle after another 
that challenges the reader to stop and to 
reflect and to decide.

Therefore, what you have in your hands is 
not an ordinary book. It is God’s abiding 
miracle that he chose to place in our mor-
tal hands out of love and compassion for 
us. Yet it is not the actual Qur’an, but only 



How to Read a tRanslation of tHe QuR’an!

12 13

an English rendering of its passages – a 
mere translation.

It is not possible for human minds to  
fathom or translate the word of God in 
any language. A translation, no mat-
ter how well done, is only an attempted  
approximation to the real thing. It is  
limited by the background, culture, abili-
ties, skills and understanding of not only 
the individuals doing it but also of the 
time and culture in which the attempt is 
undertaken.

A classic example is translating the word 
An-Naas as “Mankind,” just because that 
was the prevailing expression at the time 
of the translation. But the Qur’an itself 
has nothing to do with that expression: 
“Mankind.”

Qur’an’s own word An-Naas is gender- 
inclusive. It applies equally to men as 
well as to women. The only word that 
comes close to it in the English language 
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is “people.” The word An-Naas was given 
to us by God at a time when our own 
English language did not have anything 
even closely resembling it. In fact that 
was a time when what we know as English 
language today was still in its prenatal 
stages in the wombs of Latin, French  
and several other parent languages.

The story of the world, therefore, has 
been one of trying to catch up with that 
divine concept and expression – An-Naas. 
If the Qur’an had given the world noth-
ing but this one word, or if the Qur’an 
had given the world nothing but the com-
mandment that says “Read!” the world 
will still be in Qur’an’s debt forever.

The question, therefore, is what do you 
do when you hold a copy of the Qur’an 
translation in your hand? I don’t know 
how many people have ever asked this 
question of themselves, but it is a ques-
tion worth asking. The answer is simple:  
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Let us just read it! And let us do so, how-
ever, with the greatest humility and re-
spect and with the clearest heart and mind.

And that is quite possibly the single most 
important thing we will ever do in our 
life: reading the Qur’an.

If possible, take a shower or a bath. Make 
sure your body is clean. Make sure your 
clothes are clean. Wash your hands and 
mouth and face. And then ask God to pro-
tect you from the Devil. And then begin in 
the name of God, the most merciful, the 
most compassionate and full of grace.

And then be aware that you are reading 
the word of God – even though you may 
be reading it only in translation form and 
therefore many levels and several de-
grees removed from the original Arabic 
text. Yet, in picking up his book to read, 
you are more directly and immediately in  
the presence of God than you have ever 
been before.
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Ask God to guide and help you. Ask him 
to open your eyes, heart and mind to his 
light. And then read with great humility 
and respect. But at the same time, keep 
your critical and reasoning human facul-
ties about you. At every stage ask your-
self if in the light of what you know, 
whatever you were reading was true; if  
it made sense; and if it sounded logical 
and reasonable and practical.

Allow yourself to be intrigued by what 
you read. When you read something that 
you do not understand, investigate and  
research it further. Do not be afraid to  
reason through and question what you 
read. But do so respectfully and with a 
view to find the truth – and not to score 
points.

God’s word is clear and robust enough to 
withstand any light you may shine upon 
it. In fact, the more light you shine upon 
it, the more that light will reflect back 
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upon your own heart and soul and illu-
mine them – provided you are truthful 
and honest and you leave your common 
human arrogance and partisanship behind.

So, as you read the translation of the 
Qur’an, reason and question and rational-
ly and critically inquire your way through 
to God’s light and guidance. And be 
mindful all the time that what you have in 
your hands is only a translation – and not 
the real thing.

After that it is you and your God – each 
alone and face-to-face with the other.  
No one can get between the two of you. 
And that is the most wonderful place for 
anyone to be – alone with God Almighty, 
the most merciful, the most compassion-
ate and loving, and the most full of grace 
and bounty.

If you truly want to find him and go to 
him, and then he, on his part, wants to 
have you, there is no one and nothing 



How to Read a tRanslation of tHe QuR’an!

16 17

that will stop you from getting to him. 
If that does not happen, that means you 
have not received the invitation from 
him. That means you are not on his  
priority list; and it is not yet time for you 
to be accepted by him. Somehow you 
have allowed the Devil to cloud your 
judgment; to pollute your heart and mind; 
to clog the arteries of your soul; and to 
arrest your progress toward God. If at this 
stage panic and fear grip you, it is a most 
natural thing to happen. And it could be 
a good thing – provided you make sure 
your panic and fear make you run to God 
and not away from him.

Throw yourself at God’s mercy. Evidently, 
your only recourse now, as always, is God 
and his mercy and grace. You must now 
double and redouble your efforts and your 
supplications to him to help and guide 
you and have mercy on you. His mercy, 
he says in his book, is not far from good 
people.
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At the same time, don’t hesitate to talk 
things over with those whose knowledge, 
judgment and integrity you trust. And 
then watch the torrents of divine mercy 
pour down on you and around you.

May God’s “As-Salaam” – peace,  
blessings and all the wonderful things of 
this world and the next world – and his 
Rahmah (mercy, love and grace) cover 
and envelope those who seek, pursue  
and embrace his guidance!

– END –
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Contact Us

Please do not hesitate to contact us with 
any questions or comments you may have 
about Islam and Muslims, or if you wish 
to obtain a copy or copies of any of our 
publications.

Our contact information is as follows:

E-mail: admin@IslamicSolutions.com 
Website: www.IslamicSolutions.Com.

May God Almighty bless you and your 
family!
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Hitting the Nail on the Head:  
Dr. Pasha on Islam

For those who really care to know what 
Islam is, here are some details:

•  Islam is moderation. In everything  
you do.

•  Islam is living in peace and amity with 
your neighbors. And with everyone else.

•  It is building bridges among faiths,  
races, nationalities, cultures and colors.

•  Islam is bringing all sorts of people 
together and saying something nice  
to and about everyone.

•  Islam is concern for the old and com-
passion for the young. And it is ab-
solute and unconditional respect for 
women. And it is caring for the poor, 
the needy and the homeless.
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•  And Islam is due regard for the rule 
of law; and for public order; and for  
public morality and accountability.

•  At the same time, Islam is also  
striving for liberty, justice, fairness and 
equality for all.

•  And Islam is speaking the truth,  
even when it may not be popular or 
convenient.

•  And Islam is encouraging good things 
and discouraging bad things.

•  And it is working to stop people from 
hurting or abusing other people.

•  And Islam is bringing joy, hope and 
comfort to those in despair.

•  And it is working to make life better for 
everyone in this world, friend or foe.

•  And Islam is about being the best that 
you can be to your own family – and to 
your friends.
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•  And more than anything else Islam is 
loving and fearing God in heaven and 
loving and serving God’s creation right 
here on earth.

•  And for those of us living in the West, 
as much as for anyone else living any-
where else in the world, Islam is, and 
always ought to be, an equal and visi-
ble and vocal partner, if not a leader, in 
the democratic process in the West and 
throughout the world at all levels.

– END –
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Timeless! That Is What Islam Is!  
(Dr. Pasha)

“It never ceases to amaze me. How Islam 
came into this world, from our point of 
view, 1400 years ago.

That too in the middle of a barren desert 
cut off from everywhere else in the world.

And on top of all that, it was deliv-
ered and modelled by a man who was a  
complete stranger to all formal training and  
education.

And yet, after the passage of 1400 years, 
Islam is as fresh today as tomorrow’s 
morning dew. 

I look at Islam’s teachings and never cease 
to marvel how relevant they are to today’s 
complex and fast-paced world.

I ask myself, which one of these will I 
change or improve. My answer invariably 
is: Not one of them!
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There is not a single thing I will change 
about Islam.

That is how perfect, complete and fresh 
Islam is even today, after the passage of 
all these long centuries.”

– END –
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Pasha Hour International -  
Live from America!

A program about Islam, Muslims and the 
World – Unlike Any!

It is education at its best – for both  
Muslims and non-Muslims.

Futuristic, dynamic, trail-blazing,  
cutting-edge. A truly new beginning in 
broadcast history.

A very different radio program is  
attracting the attention of Muslims and 
non-Muslims alike around the world. It is 
fresh; it is exciting; and it is all that you 
wished you had in a radio program but 
never quite got it before.

This program is a rare voice of clarity at a 
time of confusion and doubt! It is a voice 
of integrity in an age of spin and mendac-
ity! It is a voice for peace, moderation and 
sanity in a world gone mad!
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We must all work to make it the most lis-
tened to program in the world and help 
turn a new page in history!

Listen Live or get archives on  
www.IslamicSolutions.com
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ISLAM: NEW FRONTIERS
BY

DR. SYED HUSAIN PASHA, 2011

New Literature for a New Era

Book Review

Islam: New Frontiers is perhaps one of the 
most serious and challenging books in our 
hands today – on just about any topic. At 
the same time, paradoxically, few books are  
perhaps more fun or exciting to read or  
contemplate.

In the confusion and chaos that sweep the 
world on Islam and Muslims today, Dr.  
Pasha’s Islam: New Frontiers is a must-read 
for everyone, everywhere. Whether in the 
mass media or blogosphere, and whether in 
the universities or in government and policy 
circles, and regardless of whether that person 
is a Muslim or non-Muslim, Dr. Pasha’s Islam: 
New Frontiers is one book that no thoughtful 

reader can afford to miss.
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